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The Family Law Firm of Donna J. Smiedt, PLLC 
understands the fear that we are all experiencing as a 

result of the global pandemic. We can help!
    We sincerely hope that you and your families are staying 
safe and that we can at least allay some of your fears by being 

available to our clients and 
community. We are open 
for business by operating 
virtually. Our experienced 
lawyers and support staff 
stand ready to assist you in 
this time of crisis. We are 
accepting new clients for 
divorce and all family law 
issues. 
    We are able to service 
your legal needs fully as a 
result of the infrastructure 
I have built  over my 33 
years of practice. We file 
pleadings with the Court 
electronically, conduct 
meetings, and even some 
hearings, online, even 
though the courts are 
closed for most business. 
We have creative solutions 
to resolve your family law 
conflicts outside of the 
stress of the courtroom, 

via collaborative law and mediation, as myself and my lawyers 
are specially trained and certified in these forms of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution.
    Additionally, during this time of uncertainty and concern for 
the elderly and sick in our entire county, we are now offering, 
at a greatly reduced price, a Will package containing a Simple 
Will, Medical Power of Attorney, Durable Power of Attorney, 
and Directive to Physicians. We hope you don’t have to utilize 
these important legal documents now, but if you, a friend, 
or a family member do, please let them know that we are 
committed to expediting turnaround for these clients in need.
    We are able to prepare these important documents in a 
contact-less process, from drafting to execution from the 
safety and comfort of your home or hospital bed, in an effort 
to serve our neighbors.
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Stephanie Foster started her legal firm, The Law Offices of
Stephanie A. Foster, P.C., in 1992 and for the nearly three

decades since, she has been devoted to the practice of 
family law.
    The practice concentrates in family legal issues, including
divorce, modifications, custody, child support, spousal 
support, visitation, enforcement of custody/support, paternity 
and stepparent adoption.
    Stephanie says her dream of having her own law practice 
was nurtured as a child by her father, John Foster, who is an 
attorney.
    “When I was a child,” she recalls, “I would beg him to take 
me to work with him at his law firm every summer.”
    Throughout her career, Stephanie has focused on family law.
    “My professional philosophy is divorce with dignity,” she 
says, noting that she has taken many special measures to 
serve her clients in the best manner possible. “I was one 
of the first attorneys trained in collaborative law in 2008. 
Collaborative Law is a way to divorce with dignity with no 
court and no war.”
    She believes the collaborative law process is a powerful way 
to generate creative solutions in family law disputes while
minimizing financial and emotional damage to the couple 
and their children, all the while promoting post-divorce 
psychological and financial health of the restructured family.
    A graduate of Arlington Martin High School, Southern
Methodist University and St. Mary’s Law School in San 
Antonio, Stephanie was named a “Top Attorney” by Fort 
Worth, Texas magazine in 2003, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.
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The law firm of Lively & Associates, PLLC, is a boutique 
business and litigation firm located in Fort Worth. The 

firm’s primary areas of practice include business law, business 
litigation, civil appellate law, creditor rights, estate planning 
and probate, oil and gas, real estate and alternative dispute 
resolution.
    The firm’s attorneys – John R. Lively; John R. Lively, Jr.; Daniel 
Aguilar and David F. Farris – are licensed to practice in all courts 
in Texas at both the state and federal levels and the United 
States Supreme Court.
    Founded in 2008, Lively & Associates focuses on its clients, 
keeping them informed and involved throughout the legal 
process.
    “Legal strategies are developed to fit the client’s specific 
needs, goals and objectives,” says John R. Lively, Jr. “We 
possess a broad knowledge of business that allows us to 
identify and seize upon critical issues specific to a wide range of 
business practices.”
    The team of attorneys at Lively & Associates has served 
the community and surrounding areas for more than five 
decades. As a small firm that has established deep ties to the 
community, Lively & Associates is uniquely positioned to provide 
personalized legal counsel throughout North Texas.
    “The strengths of the firm lie in the skill and experience 
provided to our clients by our team of dedicated attorneys,” 
Lively says. “Rarely found in a firm of this size, the attorneys 
and support staff possess the technological capabilities and 
resources of a large law firm while retaining the personal 
attention of a small firm. With over 80 years of combined 
experience in the courtroom, we have a vast knowledge of the 
judicial process as well as Alternative Dispute Resolution.”

The Law Firm of Lively & Associates
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Atrusted attorney for more than three and a half decades, 
Marilyn D. Garner established her local practice in January 

1998 after working at large law firms and a federal agency.
    The firm’s practice areas are geared toward asset protection 
and include Estate Planning and Probate, as well as personal 
and small business Bankruptcy.
    “I started my career in Texas as an associate in a firm that 
included corporate bankruptcy,” Garner says. “I saw first-
hand how the lives of many people and operations of business 

were affected 
by economic 
downturns, 
business failures, 
death, illness or 
divorce. I learned 
how to use the 
law as a lifeline to 
protect property 
and orderly 
restructure debt for 
struggling families 
and businesses in 
a way that allowed 
them to return to 
financial health.”
    She continued 
the same work 
when she started 

her firm. “The same concern for guiding families through 
difficult financial decisions naturally led to the need for 
protecting their assets in the event of incapacity or death,” 
she says. “We witness first-hand the feeling of peace our 
clients experience when they take the time to plan in advance 
to safeguard their property and promote family harmony with 
Estate Plans.”
    The firm has two attorneys (Garner and Nichole Harden), as 
well as four support professionals.
    The fifth of seven children reared in a single-parent home, 
Garner says she learned to make her voice heard, “or risk 
getting lost in the shuffle!” 
    From that humble beginning to today, she says, she has 
encountered people who were disenfranchised, uneducated or 
otherwise unable to advocate for themselves. “I am a giver by 
nature, and I wanted a career that allowed me to use my skills 
and talents to support others, to make their lives better.” 

The Law Office of Marilyn D. Garner
2001 E. Lamar Blvd.,Suite 200 • 817-505-1499 
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Marilyn D. Garner
Afourth-generation Texan, Karen Schroeder is a hometown 

girl who grew up in Arlington, graduated from Arlington High 
School in 1985 and continues to reside in Tarrant County with her 
family. 
    Karen’s grandparents, Roy and Ruby Schroeder, moved to 
Arlington in 1968 after Roy retired from the U.S. Air Force. Her 

parents, Ken and 
Alice Schroeder, 
have been 
Arlington residents 
since 1972. Family 
is the cornerstone 
of her life, and she 
is the proud mother 
of two children, 
Alex (“my Aggie”) 
and Jessica (“Roll 
Tide”); two adult 
step-daughters, 
Chrissy and Ashley 
(“both Mean 
Green”); three 
grandchildren; 

and devoted wife to Brian Evans, whom she describes as “my 
greatest source of strength and encouragement.”
    Karen’s passion is educating clients and the public on estate 
planning options with a goal of equipping them with the legal 
tools necessary to avoid costly and time-consuming probate. 
She opened her solo practice in Mansfield in 2009 after almost 15 
years serving as in-house counsel for multiple corporations, and 
as an Assistant District Attorney. 
    Her law firm specializes in wills and trusts (including gun 
trusts), elder law and guardianships, asset and wealth protection, 
and probate.
    Licensed as a Texas attorney since 1994, Karen has built 
a reputation as a problem-solver who serves clients’ needs 
with legal professionalism and a commitment to individualized 
attention. She believes in long-term partnerships and building 
relationships in the community she still lives in and loves. 
    Karen has enjoyed being a member of: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, the Tarrant County Aggie Mom’s Club and the 
Bama Parents of North Texas group.
    Come in and see why Karen is gaining your trust, one case at a 
time. She brings together homegrown charm and extensive legal 
experience.
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