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Kellam to retire
as Head of School
at Oakridge

Jon Kellam will retire 
as Head of School at 

The Oakridge School in 
summer 2022. He has held 
the position for 15 years. 
  “After many months of 
thoughtful deliberation 
and fervent prayer, Kristi 
and I have determined 
that the next academic 
school year, 2021-
2022, will be my last 
as Head of School,” 
Kellam wrote in an 
announcement. “Making 
the announcement this 
far in advance is out of 
my respect and love for 
the Oakridge family – the 
community I cherish.”
  Kellam says he is timing 
his retirement to afford the 
school’s board sufficient 
time for a national search 
for his successor.
  Throughout his tenure 
the school was known 
for its innovative ways. 
In 2016, Oakridge 
was recognized as the 
Lausanne Learning 
Institute’s Spotlight 
School for Innovation, 
and from 2017-2019, 
Oakridge hosted a national 
conference for innovative 
teaching and learning on 
campus.
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Some five years after World War II ended, refugees had streamed into a small town in 
Bavaria called Königshofen (now called Bad Königshofen). BK was located just a few 

miles west of what had become the border between East and West Germany. A bevy of 
refugees, who risked their lives to escape the communist East, overwhelmed the tiny town. 
A great shortage of food and clothing resulted, and BK was in desperate trouble.
  A visitor from BK met with then Mayor, Tom Vandergriff, and shared their plight. The 

Mayor and other leaders in Arlington were 
moved and wanted to help. On Sept. 17, 1951, 
the Mayor wrote to Konigshofen’s Mayor, 
Kaspar Lurz, about Arlington’s desire to send aid 
and its hope to strengthen the bonds between 
their two countries and their two cities. It was 
in that year that Arlington and Königshofen 
became Sister Cities.
  More than 100 people in Arlington worked 

diligently to collect thousands of pounds of clothing, bedding, canned goods, threading and 
needles. All the school children in town created scrapbooks with photos and letters to include 
in the first of four shipments (1952-1955) to the German town that dated back to 1532. 
  On Feb. 1, 1952, a railroad boxcar was filled with all that had been collected. The Texas 
& Pacific railroad transported the gifts free of charge to New Orleans, from which they were 
shipped to Germany by the Lykes Steamship Company. There was great celebration that 
day at the railroad station. Mayor Vandergriff, the Chamber of Commerce and committee 
members, citizens and school children all attended, and the Arlington High School band 
performed. When the gifts arrived in BK, local charities distributed all they had received –  
1,226 people were helped. Hospitals and schools in town were given soap and cans of food. 
  The people of Bad Königshofen sent hundreds of letters, pictures and handmade gifts 
to say thank you. The citizens also decided to show their gratitude by naming the town’s 
park “Arlington Park.” “Peace and Friendship” statues were erected in Arlington Park in Bad 
Königshofen. A Bad Königshofen Recreation Area was created in Arlington’s S.J. Stoval 
Park. Throughout the past seven decades that the two cities have been close allies, citizens 
have visited and honored each other. 
  This remarkable friendship and anniversary will be commemorated with both celebrations 
and the publication of their unique and beautiful story. If you are interested in supporting 
this milestone, please send donations to Sister Cities of Arlington, TX, c/o Julianne Warner 
at 101 W. Abram St., Arlington, TX, 76010. You can call 817-846-7473 for more.

– Linda Altoonian

Arlington marks the 70th anniversary
with its sister city, Bad Königshofen
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Photographed by Bruce Maxwell from the church 
tower in July, 2016, this is the charming town 
square in Bad Königshofen.
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The University of Texas at Arlington this year introduced a bachelor of 
arts in philanthropy, the first such degree in the state of Texas and the 

second in the nation.
  Colton Strawser, coordinator and lecturer for the new program, says the 
new degree offers a chance for UT Arlington students to turn their passion 

into a profession.
  “Many college students want to change the 
world,” Strawser says. “Americans gave nearly 
$450 billion to charity in 2019. Slightly over 5% 
of individuals living in Texas work in nonprofits, 
making it one of the largest employment sectors 
in the state. Having a degree program preparing 
students for these jobs is an essential way UTA 

can help contribute to a vibrant nonprofit field that builds strong, healthy, 
sustainable communities.”
  The new major in philanthropy will prepare UTA students for various 
positions in the nonprofit industry, including roles in fundraising, 
communication, volunteer management and coordination, program 
leadership and coordination, donor and foundation relations, and research 
and public policy. Students will have the opportunity to implement 
communications strategies within the nonprofit sector to advocate, elevate 
and lobby for change in communities.
  Strawser came to UTA from San Diego, Calif., where we worked with a 
variety of arts and culture organizations in the region. His department had 
a contract with the City of San Diego, and he scored all of the requests for 
funding for the city and ensured that arts organizations qualified for and 
could manage a city contract. Strawser also led a variety of professional 
development workshops and programs for arts organizations in the areas of 
program evaluation, fundraising, communication, etc. 
  Fernando Jaramillo, associate dean for students and programs in the 
College of Business, says there is a strong business demand for the degree.
  “Based on projections from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, it is expected 
that this new degree will produce employable graduates who will meet a 
growing regional and national workforce demand,” Jaramillo says. “The 
nonprofit sector in the United States is comprised of nearly 2 million 
organizations, and corporate giving and community outreach provides 
additional opportunities.”
  For more: uta.edu/communication//undergraduates/philanthropy.php
  

UTA offers a bachelor of arts in 
philanthropy; it’s the first such 
degree in the state of Texas

Colton Strawser

Mansfield parks employee
comes to the rescue of
a neighbor in need

Longtime Mansfield resident Mike 
Hanke is crediting parks employee 

Heath Woodard for being on the scene 
and providing assistance during a 
recent medical emergency. 
  Hanke was visiting a customer in 
the Mansfield Industrial Park when 
he began to feel ill as he was driving 
away. Concerned he would hurt 
someone as he was driving, Hanke 
brought his car to McClendon Park 
West, hitting a stop sign as he entered 
the parking lot. 
  Woodard, a 28-year Mansfield Parks 
& Recreation employee, was working 
at the park when he saw Hanke’s car 
and realized something was wrong. 
Recognizing he was having a medical 
emergency, Woodard got Hanke to his 
seat in his car, ran back to get his cell 
phone from his truck and called 911. 
  As they waited for help, Woodard 
stayed with Hanke, following the 
dispatcher’s instructions and 
reassuring Hanke that he was staying 
with him.
  Hanke would recover after the 
emergency, and he and his wife 
recently met with Woodard at 
McClendon Park to express their 
gratitude and get some details about 
the emergency that Hanke still has 
difficulty recalling. He said on that day, 
McClendon Park was a “safe haven” 
for him.
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