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T hroughout two-decades-plus of serving local, 
national and international clients, the law 
firm of Curnutt & Hafer has been hailed for 

its professionalism and dedication to excellence. That 
noted, another assessment – one that routinely precedes 
them into the courtroom – does an even better job 
of defining what the practice is all about and why it 
consistently winds up on “Best of” lists voted by both 
peers and clients: Curnutt & Hafer offers virtually 
unparalleled servant leadership. 
  When Kelly Curnutt and Doug Hafer founded the 
firm in 2000, they established the practice’s future on 
a foundation emphasizing personal service inside 
and outside the courtroom, valuing their clients and 
employees in a very authentic way and focusing on 
doing the right things. Some 21 years later, the fruits of those roots 
bloom all over the community.
  Certainly, the firm’s success resounds in legal halls, where 
Curnutt & Hafer attorneys routinely exit victorious in cases 
involving business litigation, family law, inheritance disputes, 
insurance coverage and bad faith, oil and gas, and injury and death, 
to name a few specialty areas. 
  The practice founders, who were friends and former classmates 
at SMU’s Dedman School of Law, have been recognized multiple 
years in Texas Monthly’s “Texas Super Lawyers” list and Fort Worth 
Magazine’s “Top Attorneys” list. The firm is designated AV-rated 
by Martindale Hubble, the highest ethical and legal ability ranking 
available, and it has been recognized as a “Go-To” firm by Devon 
Energy in Corporate Counsel Magazine’s listing from in-house law 
departments at the Top 500 Companies. In addition to handling 
a variety of different types of commercial disputes and business 
litigation, both practice founders are Board Certified in Personal 
Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.  
  But where Curnutt, Hafer and their stellar team especially set 

themselves apart is in community involvement that stretches 
throughout North Texas and beyond. 
  Curnutt served as the interim President and CEO of the 
Arlington Chamber of Commerce as that organization sought to 
re-brand itself late last decade. He has also served as president 
of Arlington Rotary Club, of Young Men for Arlington and of 
Phi Delta Theta Arlington Alumni Club, and he has been on the 
board of directors of Big Brothers Big Sisters of North Texas. He 
is a member of Fielder Church, teaches Bible study through Bible 
Study Fellowship, has held leadership roles in Young Life and is 
involved in Men Serving God. 
  Hafer is an active member of St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, 
where he has taught bible study for 21 years. He is President of 
Catholic Scripture Study Inc, a bible study program taught in 
hundreds of locations in the U.S. and abroad. He is the the Current 
Board Chairman at Shady Valley Country Club. Along with 
Curnutt, he has been instrumental in guiding the firm’s support of 
the community via a variety of avenues, including the Arlington 
ISD Education Foundation, the Salvation Army, the Greater 

Arlington Chamber of Commerce, the Arlington Bar Association, 
Levitt Pavilion Arlington, Young Life Arlington, the Arlington 
Rotary Club, and Mission Arlington.  
  Indeed, from Day One of the firm (Jan. 1, 2000 – Y2K, when the 
world didn’t crash, after all), Curnutt and Hafer have dedicated 
their lives to doing something special in the community where 
Curnutt was raised. After starting their careers working for “Big 
Law,” they collectively decided they could do more on their own 
– for themselves, and for the people they represent in legal matters 
and with whom they associate in their 
daily lives.
  “We were two cocky, young trial 
lawyers looking to make a name for 
ourselves by putting our clients’ results 
ahead of the old big firm goal of billing 
hours,” Hafer says. “We also wanted to 
work in the community where we lived 
and where our kids went to school, 
rather than just seeing our homes 
during the night between commuting to 
downtown Dallas and long hours at the 
office there.”  
  Although they started with national 
and international clients enamored 
with their professionalism and success 
during their big firm tenures, they 
planned from the beginning to market 
and contribute locally.  
  “What we did not begin to see, 
however, were the many ways God 
would so richly bless us by merging 
our entire lives and businesses into 
the fabric of the community,” Curnutt 
says. “While we are still blessed 
with international and Fortune 500 
clients, a large part of our business 
and clientele come from the greater 
Arlington area. We believe that is a 
result of serving both our clients and 
our community.  Both are important, 
and neither exists alone.”
  As might be expected after consistent 
success, the legal team at the firm 
has grown steadily over the past two 
decades (and is noted in the box to the 
right). Every person associated with the 
practice is dedicated to the firm’s creed: 
  • SEEK bottom line results.
  • SERVE with excellence.
  • DO the right thing.
  “The creed was developed by our entire firm as a team effort,” 
Curnutt says. “We challenge ourselves to be held accountable to 
these principles.”
 And, because of the experience accrued in the formative stages 
of all their respective careers, attorneys and staff embrace those 
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ideals in all manners of legal representation, starting with  business 
trial law – “Our bread and butter,” Hafer says. He, Curnutt and the 
other lawyers with the practice thrive on trial law and advocating 
in court to judges and juries. 
  The team is also quite adept at resolving inheritance disputes. 
In 2017, Curnutt won the first case in several years to be tried 
by a jury in the Tarrant County Probate Courts. “We beat a well 
known probate litigation firm in Fort Worth, and that put us on 
the map in this area,” he says.

  The firm also welcomes cases involving 
oil and gas law. A big part of its heritage 
was grown representing Devon Energy and 
other parties in the Barnett Shale gas play.
  In fact, big-name clients are common 
for the practice. Hafer and Curnutt 
represented Walmart for several years, 
which enabled them both to become 
Board Certified in Personal Injury 
Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization. 
  Still, their yearning to represent 
neighbors is a thread that runs throughout 
the firm. Hafer says, “a rewarding thing 
about our practice is that we get to help 
people or families that have been harmed 
or hurt through an injury or death.”
  Vicki Hafer, Doug’s wife, is the backbone 
of the firm’s family law practice.  “She 
is well liked by clients for her caring 
compassion, and likewise known by her 
peers for her determined representation,” 
Curnutt says.
  In the past couple of years, the firm 
has added new lawyers with diverse 
legal backgrounds who have expanded 
practice areas to include wills and estate 
planning, probate and inheritance 
disputes, real estate and construction 
transactions.  
  Recently, the firm relocated its 
headquarters to a new office in downtown 
Arlington, across from Mission Arlington. 
The move was a fitting one – the firm 
has long been invested in serving at the 
Mission’s Christmas Store where Curnutt 
spends a week each December telling the 
Christmas Story.  He and his wife, Judge 
Mary Tom Curnutt, now serve in the 

Mission’s apartment church ministry.
  The partners also appreciate the office’s proximity to the Levitt 
Pavilion, for which they have been benefactors for years. “We’re 
excited that community concerts are starting back up,” Hafer says. 
“We hear them in our office and feel the sense of community.”
  It’s a good feeling, indeed. But it’s more than that for Curnutt & 
Hafer. It’s a way of life.

Since 2000, Curnutt & Hafer has 
been a law firm founded on service 

to its clients and to its community

Curnutt & Hafer recently added attorney 
David Petter to the firm. He joins attorneys 

Cash Barker, Vicki Hafer, Steve Kotara, 
and Pat Wadlington, Jr. to make Curnutt 

& Hafer one of the more experienced and 
comprehensive legal practices in Arlington, 
Texas. The attorneys are supported by Joe 
Weimorts and staff members Julia Gurney, 

Gina Farris, Christian Jones,  Deanne 
Schmidt and Yvette Harper.

Collectively, Curnutt & Hafer develops 
effective legal strategies and solutions for 

startups and companies of all sizes. 
CURNUTT & HAFER

301 W. Abram St.
817-548-1000

curnutthafer.com

About the team

Doug Hafer and Kelly Curnutt are the founding 
partners of the law firm Curnutt & Hafer, LLP. 
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