
It was 1947 and time for Chevrolet to restart truck 
production, so the big company introduced its first major 
redesign since the end of World War II.

  So transformative was their new truck that they called it the 
“Advance-Design” model, and it would go on to dominate 
truck sales for most of the next decade.
  Various minor changes would be made until its successor 
was introduced in 1955, making the 1954 model the last of the 
innovative body style that had put General Motors ahead of 
all the competition.
  That bit of automotive history may help us understand why 
former Mansfield Mayor Wayne Wilshire is so proud of his 
that’s restored to original factory specifications.
  During a quick trip across town with me riding shotgun, he 
explains the 12,000-plus miles he has put on it since the engine 
was rebuilt: “I drive it anywhere (wife) Betty and I want to 
go.” 
  Our destination was to set it up for the photo shoot in front 

of the Man House built by Mansfield founder Ralph S. Man in 
1865 and today remains the oldest known building in the city 
that bears his name.
  Beyond all the car talk, Mayor Wilshire brought me up to 
date on Mansfield’s origins and early history. Understandable 
pride was revealed in that discussion as I also learned that 
he had served for 16 years on the city’s planning and zoning 
commission, 12 years on the school board, and another 16 
years with the Tarrant Appraisal District.
  During all that public service, he started his car hobby in 
1980, acquiring a 1946 Ford coupe like his first car that he 
drove when dating Betty in high school. Since then, he has 
managed to buy, sell, and collect an array of classic Chevys 
and has the trophies to prove his commitment to maintaining 
them in showroom condition.
  Chevrolet was so proud of the basic design of the new 
truck that it was used in Suburbans, panel trucks and cab 
overs. But those vehicles couldn’t sport one of the principal 
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Former Mansfield Mayor Wayne Wilshire stands 
with his 1954 “Advance-Design” Chevy Truck, 
a model with an innovative body style that put 
General Motors ahead of the competition.
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With its unique styling, practical interior and an advanced, 235-inch, straight six 
engine, this classic truck made a bold statement when it came out in 1954 – and 
still turns heads today. Wayne Wilshire’s model has been restored to original 
factory specifications and is one of the crown jewels in the former Mansfield 
mayor’s automobile collection. 
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  But it must be an original, and they are not so easy to find.
  Find one, he did, however. Right now, it’s sitting on the shelf 
in the garage where the truck lives, and you can see from the 
photo the kind of challenge of getting it installed. It came out 
of one of the era’s trucks in a junkyard. Wayne found someone 

who could get it restored to working 
order, but there’s still some work to 
be done before he can get it into the 
dashboard behind the speaker grill 
and the tuner into its proper slot.
  “I’m also needing the correct 

knobs, but I’ll find them somewhere,” he says with confidence 
that this missing part will one day fill in the one remaining 
element to make his truck as complete as he wants it.
  In the meantime, heads turn when he’s driving it – I was 
witness to that as we drove across town and down Mansfield’s 
Main Street. People point and smile as they have been doing 
since Chevrolet brought the first of the “Advance Design” to 
market almost 75 years ago.

Wayne Wilshire 
started his car 
hobby in 1980, 
acquiring a 1946 
Ford coupe like 
his first car that 
he drove when 
dating Betty 
in high school. 
Since then, he has 
managed to buy, 
sell, and collect 
an array of classic 
Chevys and has the 
trophies to prove 
his commitment 
to maintaining 
them in showroom 
condition.

design features of the pickup’s five windows and, with 
the introduction of the ’54 model, the elimination of the 
windshield’s center dividing strip.
  There was also a revised steering wheel, updated dashboard 
(still rather utilitarian), and round tail lights instead of 
rectangular. The front grille changed 
from five horizontal slats to the three-
slat, crossbar design that resulted in 
what was soon to be called the “bull 
nose” front end. It’s easy to see how 
that came about when looking head 
on at the imposing statement it still makes.
  And the 3100 badge on the side of the front fender – that 
identifies the truck as having ½ ton of cargo capacity powered 
by the advanced, 235-inch, straight six engine.
  In-dash radios had been a factory option since the model’s 
introduction in 1947 – all part of the innovative style. While 
Mayor Wilshire’s truck didn’t come with a radio, he’s not 
dissuaded from the possibility of adding one ...


