
Laurie Bianco considers herself extremely privileged to 
serve the citizens as Mayor of Dalworthington Gardens. 
It is one of her greatest blessings. She is married to Dr. 

Sabatino Bianco, and they are parents to Emily, a freshman at 
Grace Prep and an avid volleyball player at Texas Image. An 
active member at Fielder Church, Laurie’s faith is a guiding 
principle in her life, both personally and professionally.
  Mayor Bianco is no stranger to 
leadership. Before firmly planting her 
roots in the great state of Texas, she 
taught school in both Genoa, Italy, 
and North Carolina, where she was 
named teacher of the year for LJ Bell 
Elementary School in her home town 
of Rockingham, N.C. She was also a 
representative for Rotary International 
in Osaka, Japan. Furthermore, she 
was the initial president of the DWG 
CPSAAA, which allowed her to segue 
into local government. Mayor Bianco 
is the Vice Chairman of the Tarrant 
County Mayor’s Council, serves on 
the Salvation Army Advisory Board, 
and also serves on the Tarrant County 
Homeless Coalition.
  Dalworthington Gardens has come 
a long way since its beginnings 
as a Depression-era homestead 
association initiated by the Roosevelt 
administration. DWG, as they are 
commonly known, is the only Texas homestead association 
from those days to maintain its identity and independence. 
They proudly claim the longest name for a city in the state 
of Texas – “Dal” from Dallas, “worth” from Fort Worth, and 
“ington” from our sister city, Arlington.
  Dalworthington Gardens is a thriving community with 
grand ideas. Given the history of the community, the city 
strives to maintain a suburban feel with large, lush minimum 
half acre residential lots, while also seeking to promote 
successful businesses that fit the culture of the community. 
They are creating a name for themselves. With businesses 
such as Green’s Produce, a household name in the greater 

Arlington area, and Grounds and Gold, the newly found 
favorite café, DWG is quickly becoming the new destination 
for unique businesses, setting themselves apart from 
surrounding cities.  
  The DWG Planning and Zoning Commission and City 
Council have been working diligently over the past few 
years to update the city’s Comprehensive Plan. Setting up 

the city for future success 
is the primary objective for 
the governing bodies. The 
city is looking to gain more 
commercial businesses 
that fit the community such 
as upscale restaurants, 
a brewpub and/or beer 
garden, a winery, boutique 
hotels, and unique flavors 
of retail. 
  The city is willing to 
entertain small pockets of 
garden homes to address 
rising housing needs. 
DWG is a fantastic place 
to do business because 
the building process is 
simplified as they have 
a small staff who work 
cohesively to keep projects 
moving to get doors open 
as quickly as possible. For 

every development meeting, every staff member involved in 
the process is included to make the process more effective 
and streamlined for the developer. DWG wants your 
business, and they aren’t afraid to show it. 
  The citizenry of DWG is filled with a collective body of 
friends who work together to ensure that the community 
is the safest, best place to live in the metroplex. The city is 
fortunate to have an extraordinary staff and the best tri-
certified Department of Public Safety in the country. If that 
was in question, just ask Mayor Bianco.  
  The city cordially invites you to bring your business ideas 
and consider making DWG your future home.

The City of Dalworthington Gardens
2600 Roosevelt Drive • 817-275-1234 • cityofdwg.net

Laurie Bianco
Mayor of Dalworthington Gardens

G eorgie Zang and Jamie Adams founded the 
Compass affiliate, Zang | Adams Real Estate, 
with the intention of creating a collaborative 

environment, where the best DFW Real Estate Agents can 
come together with the single focus of providing clients 
with exceptional service. 
  With over 35 years of Real Estate experience, this team 
has been able help hundreds of 
families and businesses in the 
DFW area find the place where 
they belong.
   Zang has been a longtime 
resident of Arlington.  She is 
married to Todd Zang, and this 
year they will celebrate their 
29th wedding anniversary.  
Todd and Georgie have two 
daughters and a son in law, “and 
we are so enjoying our adult 
kids,” she notes.  
  As one of the region’s premier 
Real Estate specialists, Zang 
has seen her career evolve and 
grow – in ways even she didn’t 
imagine when she first began 
linking “buyers” and “sellers.”
  “For me, Real Estate 
started out as a way to create 
investments that would help pay 
for our kids college education 
and then serve as an avenue for 
retirement income,” she says. 
“And in the process, I came to 
love the profession and truly 
enjoy working with others to 
help them achieve their real estate goals. I have a special 
fondness for development – seeing the possibilities 
fuels my passion for real estate. In working with MKG 
Homes out of Mansfield, I have witnessed first-hand the 
high level of construction  that they have delivered even 
through challenging supply chains and labor shortages.”   
  Zang says she counts herself fortunate to have great 

mentors and projects, such as Mojy Haddad with Main 7, 
and Mahdi Dezham with The Vandy (which is projected to 
open in Fall 2022).  
  “And stay tuned,” she says. “There’s some special stuff 
going on around the entertainment district that will really 
start to take shape over the next few months!”  
  She says her partnership with Jamie Adams has been 

nothing short of remarkable and 
fast moving.
  “Over the past two years, we 
have worked tirelessly to build 
what I believe is arguably the best 
group of agents in the business,” 
Zang says. “Each person on our 
team has a specialty, spanning 
from interior design, farm and 
ranch, and with home transactions 
that consists of everything from 
mobile homes to Mansions. Our 
collaborative approach allowed us 
to achieve $65.6M in sales volume 
and to close 129 transactions in 
2021, a  380% increase over the 
previous year.”  
  More than just real estate, Zang 
has a passion for helping make 
Arlington the best it can be.  
  “There are so many special 
nuggets about our city, many 
of which we take for granted,” 
she says. “We have our very own 
Mother Theresa in Ms. Tillie [Burgin] 
and Mission Arlington. We have 
very passionate leaders that are 
constantly seeing how they can 

better serve the community. We have citizens that work 
tirelessly to be advocates for our police and fire, and 
we have churches that have come together to create a 
united front to help our citizens in need. This platform of 
real estate has allowed me to engage with each of these 
groups, and I could not be more proud to call Arlington, 
Texas, my home.” 

Georgie Zang
Zang | Adams Real Estate – Compass 
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Julie Short’s professional, civic and personal résumé 
might beg the question: How does one person do all 
that? The answer, in large part, is because that one 

person is Julie Short. To wit:
  On the professional front, Short’s primary title is owner of 
the Julie Short Team/Codwell Banker, which is a full-service 
real estate team, proficient at working with sellers and 
buyers. Last summer, the team earned 
a “Million Dollar Month Certificate of 
Achievement” that underscored just 
how well Short and her fellow real 
estate professionals connect the two 
entitites.
  Short also leads the marketing 
efforts for Mansfield Custom Homes, 
owned by her husband Stoney Short. 
You’ve likely seen many of MCH’s 
showcase dwellings in Arlington 
Today’s monthly Home SWEET! Home 
feature.
  Since 2018, Short has served on 
the Mansfield City Council and is 
chairman of the Council Hotel/Motel 
Tax Subcommittee. She has also 
worked with the City Council and staff 
on the annual Veterans Day Parade 
& Salute and is frequently a part of 
projects with the Mansfield Volunteer 
Program. Her civic involvement 
includes working with Mansfield 
Cares, The Caring Place, the MISD 
Education Foundation, the Historic Landmark Commission 
and The Christmas Project. She is an active member of 
Living Church in Mansfield.
  Then there’s “family Julie,” who with Stoney has raised 
seven children and 12 grandchildren. She is also a writer 
and has published a book, “Cleaning Your House in Minutes 
a Day,” and she is a regular contributor to The Mansfield 
Record, a community news online publication. 
  Regardless of the endeavor, Short embraces a “can do” 
spirit that has contributed to all the successes. With the 
Julie Short Team, she and her colleagues are focused on 

customer service and on being available to assist their 
clients, doing whatever is necessary to ensure a satisfying 
home buying/selling experience. In every sense of the word 
the Julie Short team is just that – a team.
  “If we are listing a house, we have a connection to get it 
‘Show Ready’ with any repairs and touch-ups that need to 
be done,” she says. “We have a wonderful photographer 

and great inspectors 
we work with. We have 
excellent lenders we 
recommend. When the 
inspection report comes 
back, we have a company 
that coordinates any 
repairs. If clients purchase 
a home and want to 
remodel, we have people 
for that. We really try to 
take all the guess work 
out of the process and 
take care of as much as 
the clients are willing to 
allow.” 
  Short also embraces 
a simple philosophy. “I 
believe in balance in 
everything and living by 
the golden rule,” she says. 
“I really believe if you 
will treat others how you 
would like to be treated, 

you will never lack for business.”
  She says her husband Stoney is a huge inspiration: “He 
has never let his circumstances or his past hold him back. 
He has always had big vision. It used to scare me when he 
would share all the things he wanted to do because I know 
the bigger you try, the bigger you can fail. But, I realized 
that was my own fear holding me back. Over the years, his 
ability to dream big has given me that same ability, and 
now I can share that with others. Not trying is the biggest 
failure any of us can have. DO NOT let fear of failure hold 
you back!”

Julie Short
The Julie Short Team/Coldwell Banker

Donna J. Smiedt, principal attorney at The Family 
Law Firm of Donna J. Smiedt and a member of our 
“Dream Team” of Women in Business on this month’s 

cover, reflects on what both distinctions mean to her:
  I was truly humbled to be selected as one of the women 
representing Arlington on the cover of Arlington Today‘s 100th 
edition. This experience was imminently more rewarding 
than I could have possibly imagined. Within a few minutes 
of meeting the ladies that I would stand proudly beside on 
the rooftop of our beautiful library overlooking downtown 
Arlington, I became immediately cognizant of a powerful 
energy that radiated from each 
of these remarkable women. I 
realized that I was suddenly a 
member of an elite group of 
passionate and driven females 
who take the business of 
promoting Arlington seriously, 
but accomplish same with an 
unmatched grace, imagination 
and strength. 
  Although we varied in age, 
profession and the path upon 
which we had traveled to reach 
this moment, it was immediately 
evident that we all shared one distinct feature. All of these 
women emanate an immense pride in their city and a strong 
desire to take whatever steps necessary to continuously 
improve the community for all of its citizens. The devotion 
to this goal, oftentimes accomplished selflessly, bound us 
together in that moment in a sisterhood of women warriors 
intent on making Arlington truly the American Dream City.
  My journey has been  a long one, spanning two continents 
and countless hours of work as I endeavored to accomplish my 
goals. I was born in Cape Town, South Africa, and immigrated 
to the United States with my family when I was 14. I graduated 
from Lake Highlands High School in Dallas at the age of 15, 
and thereafter attended Southern Methodist University (SMU) 
in Dallas. After graduating with a Bachelors Degree in Political 
Science in 1982 I obtained my Juris Doctorate from SMU 
School of Law in 1985 at the age of 22.
   I immediately thereafter hung out my shingle and opened 

a solo practice in Dallas, serving clients there for a decade.  
Then, on a hot Texas summer day, I met the love of my life, an 
Arlington resident, and I immediately assimilated into this city. I 
instantly knew that I was home. The city embraced me. 
  We bought a beautiful home at Lake Arlington a few days 
before we departed for our honeymoon. Twenty-seven years 
later we are still enjoying our friendly, cohesive neighborhood 
five minutes from my law office. 
  As we celebrate our 27th wedding anniversary we feel so 
very blessed to work and live in America’s Dream City. Every 
endeavor that I undertook, be it serving on the board of the 

Arlington Animal Shelter, as 
President of the Arlington Bar 
Association  or the Arlington 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Association, I was 
welcomed and appreciated.
  As my law firm achieved the 
intended goal of providing 
Arlington with the most 
superlative family law services 
tempered with empathy for the 
sad and difficult reality my clients 
were experiencing, my bond with 
the city was further cemented. 

  As a result of the exceptional leadership of our city council 
and mayors, Arlington has experienced meteoric growth and 
prosperity. In turn, our citizens have been rewarded, with 
myself being no exception. We thrive in an environment that 
engenders success. 
  As a result,  I and my fellow Women Warriors enjoy giving 
back to the city that we love. And, Arlington loves us in return. 
For we Women Warriors are the heart of Arlington. 
  I and the ladies spotlighted on the cover of this magazine all 
share pride in representing the heart of Arlington. It has been 
inspiring to watch the metamorphosis of Arlington from a small 
town to a vibrant, cosmopolitan city. I attribute the success of 
this city to the dedicated public servants who have labored 
ceaselessly to attain this goal. But what is truly amazing about 
Arlington, notwithstanding the amazing stature that the city 
has now accomplished, is that it has never forgotten that it 
started as a small town between Dallas and Fort Worth.

Donna J. Smiedt
The Family Law Firm of Donna J. Smiedt
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T anya D. Merlino, an owner in Green Group Advisors, 
P.C. (formerly Charles W. Green, Inc.), has more than 
20 years of experience in public accounting and 

consulting for small, medium and large business. She’s one of 
the region’s premier Certified Public Accountants, and here’s a 
big reason why:
  “I love what I do and the wonderful 
people that I work with – my clients, my 
team members and my community,” 
Merlino says, noting that it’s high time 
that kind of three-fold passion became a 
trademark for her profession.
  She says many business professionals 
talk to their CPA once a year at tax 
time or just don’t like to call them at 
all.  “We have worked hard to develop 
relationships based on trust and that 
has helped us develop personal 
relationships with our clients, as well,” 
she says. “We tailor our services to 
our client’s need. Our clients need us 
to understand their businesses and 
to advise them on tax, accounting, 
information systems and banking 
matters.  Our mission is to be business and tax advisors … and 
we are honored to have that role.”
  Two years ago, she had a referral call her and start off the 
first conversation with, “Calling your CPA is kinda like going to 
the dentist … a necessary but often painful experience.” 
  “That really had an impact on me,” Merlino says. “My 
response: ‘Then you have been calling the wrong CPA.’  That is 
not the image that I want of our profession. That individual later 
became a good friend and an excellent client that we work with 
on a daily basis. We as business advisors need to do a better 
job of communicating, a better job of building relationships, 
and a better job of learning about our client’s industry.”
  Merlino says her team members are the backbone of Green 
Group Advisors – and the future of the profession.  “We have a 
brilliant group of individuals with a wide range of capabilities 
to advise our clients in every aspect of business,” she says. “I 
am determined to pour into their personal and professional 
growth. We genuinely enjoy our time in the office every day, 

and we are passionate about working together to make sure 
our client’s needs are met.  We work hard and we play hard … 
and we have fun with it!”
  Her motto is “Love what you do!,” which is reflected every 
day in the client service that the team provides. 
  Merlino’s passion spans well beyond the office into her 

community via a fervent commitment 
to Alliance For Children, where she 
serves as Board President and is an avid 
fundraiser and advocate. “As a business 
owner in this community, I believe that 
our future workforce is only as strong 
as this community allows our children 
to be,” she says. “With the opportunity 
to heal from abuse, or hopefully never 
having to experience it at all, our 
children have the opportunity to grow 
up to live healthy, productive lives, 
pursue higher education, and in turn, 
pour back into this community.” 
  Three decades ago, Alliance For 
Children served its first Tarrant County 
child abuse victim from the Arlington 
center located on Abram Street. Fast 

forward to 2020, in the midst of the pandemic, when 557 
children visited Alliance For Children due to an investigation 
of child abuse; 441 of those children’s families were served 
through AFC’s emergency needs program. In that same year, 
1,956 Arlington-area children partook in counseling services, 
ensuring abuse did not define the course of their little lives.
  “I am proud of the daily work done at Alliance For Children,” 
Merlino says. “The efforts by this organization and their 
dedication to providing free services are tangible and easily 
witnessed firsthand. Our community is stronger and safer 
thanks to Alliance For Children.”
  While she enjoys serving clients and her community, 
Merlino’s strongest bond is with her “biggest supporters,” 
her husband, Dave, and sons, Ben, Luke and AJ.  The family 
members are avid hikers who have conquered 27 of Texas’ 80 
state parks. “We are working to hike 22 more parks in 2022,” 
she says. 
  They’ll do it, no doubt, with great passion. 

Tanya D. Merlino
Green Group Advisors, P.C.
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While a 25th anniversary of any business is bound to be 
a festive occasion, reaching the quarter-century mark 
at The Sanford House Inn & Spa promises to be even 

more. That’s because General Manager Valerie Landry and her 
stellar team at the venerable inn plan to celebrate by performing 
25 acts of kindness in the community throughout the year.
  “This is our way of saying ‘thank you’ to the community,” Landry 
says, “because without this community, we wouldn’t be here.” 
  Together, she and the team have come up with an impressive list 
of events and non-profits to support. Plans so far include:
• Providing snacks for blood donors at 
a blood drive organized by The Rotary 
Club of Arlington;
• Gathering books and board games for 
an upcoming Arlington Public Library 
Foundation donation drive;
• Organizing a “Cones for Cops” event 
in summer to provide Kona Ice treats for 
police officers;
• Creating hygiene packs for Arlington 
Life Shelter residents;
• Providing coloring books and dental 
care packs for local kindergarten 
students at nearby AISD campuses.
  And there’s more to come. Landry 
says to stay tuned to social media and 
the inn’s website throughout the year for 
more updates and photos as the events 
happen. The Sanford House accounts 
can be found here:
Instagram: @thesanfordhouse 
Facebook: @thesanfordhouseinn
Web: thesanfordhouse.com/25-years
  Landry has been involved with the storied local institution 
almost as long as she has been around. In fact, she began 
working there when her grandparents built The Sanford 
House two and a half decades ago. After college, she moved 
back to Arlington and began working as the Spa Director 
and Marketing Director for the company. “Soon after that,” 
she says, “we remodeled the property to accommodate 
our restaurant and bar, and I shifted into my current role as 
General Manager.”

  In that role, she will oversee the inn’s grand celebration, which 
will impact her community, as well as giving visitors to The Sanford 
House a heightened sense of hospitality, regardless of what 
portion of the property they visit.
  The Sanford House Inn & Spa and Restaurant506 provide a 
beautiful escape for all who enter. Locals and visitors alike can 
enjoy fabulous food, luxurious accommodations, and pampering 
with world-class spa and salon services. The Downtown Arlington 
location is ideally centered for visitors wanting to settle into the 
heart of the Metroplex and experience all Arlington has to offer, as 

well as for locals seeking a change 
of scenery for a relaxing staycation 
or a special outing. 
  “Our mission is to provide 
tremendous, sincere hospitality to 
every guest,” says Landry. 
  Even if you don’t stay in the inn, 
you can enjoy both the spa and 
Restaurant506. The former offers 
full body, facial, and nail services 
for special occasions or “just 
because.” Restaurant506 has won 
Diner’s Choice awards from Open 
Table each of the past four years 
and was also honored by Open 
Table for offering one of the top 
100 brunches in the nation.
  Spa hours are 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday-Saturday. The restaurant 
is open for lunch from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Wednesday-Friday and open for 

dinner from 5-9 p.m. on Wednesday-Saturday. Brunch service is 
open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
  The Sanford House also has the capability to host 
magnificent outdoor events on the Grand Courtyard or 
smaller intimate social affairs indoors.
  Landry says she is devoted to making sure that people 
who visit The Sanford House – any facet of it – come away not 
only pleased with their “Sanford House experience” but so 
enamored that they make a point to return. 
  “Our passion for customer service is what sets us apart as 
special,” she says.

Valerie Landry
The Sanford House Inn & Spa

The Sanford House Inn & Spa
506 N. Center St. • 817-861-2129 • thesanfordhouse.com



An Arlington Today Readers’ Choice All Star for 
the past six years and an Editor’s Choice winner 
for the second consecutive year, Kos/Danchak 

Audiology & Hearing Aids has been virtually unmatched 
in achieving its honorable mission of “helping people 
hear better” – for more than three and a half decades. 
  We italicize the latter part of that 
sentence, because it underscores 
just how consistently important Dr. 
Melissa Danchak and the team at 
Kos/Danchak Audiology & Hearing 
Aids have been to their patients and 
to the community since its inception 
in 1984.
  “There are not many audiology 
practices in the North Texas area 
that can say  they’ve been helping 
people hear better for over 35 
years,” says Dr. Danchak, owner of 
the practice. “We believe that the 
hearing health care experience is 
about making folks feel confident 
in their decision to address their 
hearing health care needs first and 
foremost. We believe our patients 
feel confident in the services we 
provide – they know we are walking with them on their 
journey to better hearing!” 
  Dr. Danchak began working at Kos/Danchak Audiology 
in 1997 and purchased the practice a few years later. 
With decades of experience helping those with 
hearing challenges in the Arlington and surrounding 
communities, Dr. Danchak’s passion for providing 
unparalleled care and service for her patients is on full 
display with the hundreds of online reviews they have 
been sharing for years.
  While her formal education gave her the book 
knowledge needed to become an audiologist, Dr. 
Danchak certainly believes that learning is a lifelong 
process. 
  “Like any small business, we experience change, 

adversity, success, and a whole host of other ‘stuff’ on a 
regular basis,” she says. “We try to learn, every day. We 
evaluate how we help people, and we try to make the 
hearing health care experience better for the people 
that we meet with each day. Our goal is for each person 
to have a better experience with us every time they visit. 

The fact that we have thousands 
of patients that have been 
trusting us with their hearing 
needs for 10 and 15 years tells 
us that we are doing a good 
job of providing a positive 
experience for our patients.”
  Dr. Danchak and her team live 
by a fairly simple (professional) 
philosophy: Do our absolute 
best to serve our patients and 
fellow employees to the best 
of our ability; continue to learn 
and grow, every day, so that we 
can accomplish that in the best 
way possible! 
  “We make a difference in 
people’s lives,” she says. “We 
see it on their faces when they 
hear and understand clearly 
what a loved one is saying. We 

see it when a spouse or child experiences the feeling of 
being able to communicate again without raising their 
voice or repeating themselves. Patients and their families 
share with us that their investment in better hearing, and 
us, has changed their lives. It’s not always easy for people 
to admit that they have hearing loss or that they need 
hearing aids. We know we make a difference in people’s 
lives because so many of the new patients we meet each 
day are referrals from current patients that we have been 
helping for years! It doesn’t get any better than that.”

Dr. Melissa Danchak
Kos/Danchak Audiology & Hearing Aids
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When Vicki Hafer and Cindy Salter, attorneys at 
Curnutt & Hafer, LLP, arrive at their downtown 
Arlington office each Monday morning, they start 

their week together with a cup of hot tea, a quick chat, and a 
short but heartfelt prayer. Practicing law can be challenging 
and stressful, so maintaining balance and keeping perspective 
is key. They love what they do – serving their clients and their 
community. 
  Vicki was named 
a 2021 Top Attorney 
in Family Law and 
has also received this 
distinction for many 
prior years. Practicing 
with compassionate 
advocacy, she and her 
team handle divorce 
and custody disputes, 
as well as grandparent 
access cases, 
enforcement matters, 
protective orders, and 
adoptions. For over 
a decade, Vicki has 
been an integral part 
of the Curnutt & Hafer 
team. She earned her 
J.D. from Southern 
Methodist University Dedman School of Law in 1994. 
  When she’s not at the firm or in court, Vicki is actively 
involved in the community. She was recently recognized with 
the Girls’ Inc of Tarrant County’s Bold Woman Award. Among 
other projects, she serves on the Levitt Pavilion – Arlington 
Board of Directors as their Committee Chair for Board 
Governance and Development. She is a member of Women 
Inspiring Philanthropy and a sustaining member of the Junior 
League of Arlington, where she has held numerous leadership 
positions. Vicki is a member of the Greater Arlington Chamber 
of Commerce Women’s Alliance.
  Cindy is one of the newest additions to the Curnutt & 
Hafer legal team, joining them as Senior Counsel/Business 

Development. She divides her time between personal injury 
litigation and business development. She began her career 
as a litigator in Pennsylvania and in her home state of New 
Jersey, trying personal injury and wrongful death cases. 
When she relocated to Texas, she practiced in Dallas and then 
embarked on other professional endeavors, including most 
recently as an entrepreneur launching Arlington’s Salter Bros. 
Coffee Roasters. When she sold that business, she knew it was 

time to return to her 
roots of practicing law 
– but also desired to 
maintain her business 
development and 
marketing skills honed 
as an entrepreneur. 
Cindy earned her J.D. 
from Rutgers School of 
Law - Camden in 1988. 
  Like Vicki, Cindy 
believes in the power 
of volunteerism. 
She serves on the 
Downtown Arlington 
Management 
Corporation and River 
Legacy Foundation 
boards of directors 
and is a member of the 

Leadership Arlington Class of 2020. She is actively engaged 
in the Arlington Chamber, including the Women’s Alliance 
Advisory Board and Inspired Women Luncheon Committee, 
the Membership Experience Council, and the Veterans Affairs 
Council Allies. 
  Curnutt & Hafer is a “Go to” Litigation firm in the Fortune 
500 List of Attorneys, offering know-how, experience, 
and results. Practice areas include business formation and 
litigation, personal injury and death, family law, wills and 
probate, and oil and gas. Curnutt & Hafer takes on complex 
and serious cases by following three core values: Seek Bottom 
Line Results; Serve with Excellence; Do the Right Thing.
  To learn more, visit www.CurnuttHafer.com

Vicki Hafer & Cindy Salter
Curnutt & Hafer, LLP

Curnutt & Hafer, LLP
301 W. Abram St., Arlington, Texas 76010 • 817-548-1000 • CurnuttHafer.com
VHafer@CurnuttHafer.com • CSalter@CurnuttHafer.com
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Brenda Cureton-Hunt, owner of Great Skin Spa & 
Facial Club, began her career in the skin care and 
beauty business more than 16 years ago as the first 

U.S. franchisee of Canadian-based Faces cosmetics. 
  Taking that experience, she founded Great Skin Spa & 
Facial Club in Arlington, and the company has continued 
to grow and gain notoriety as an exceptional day spa and 
skin care provider. 
  A major key to that success is that Cureton-Hunt and 
her team listen to learn what their women clients want 
and need – and they 
create solutions for each 
individual skin situation. 
  For example ...
  At Great Skin she 
not only shares her 
experience in creating 
and maintaining beautiful 
skin via state-of-the-
industry technology 
and products; she also 
has championed the 
practice of receiving 
professional spa services 
as part of personal care, 
as opposed to a special 
occasional visit or gift 
due to affordability. 
Great Skin Facial Club 
members receive a wide range of treatment options at 
the spa, as well as guidance and products they can use 
at home to maintain fresh, youthful-looking skin between 
visits.
  “I developed the concept of Great Skin based on 
the goals of the thousands of clients wanting to have 
more beautiful skin and manage the signs of aging skin 
through treatments, knowledge and skin care,” Cureton-
Hunt says.
  As a result, Great Skin offers a full line of award-
winning skin care products for anti-aging, acne, 
hyperpigmentation and general skin care, as well as skin 
and body care.

  As adept as Great Skin is at caring for women, the 
spa is also ideal for men wanting to look younger and 
take care of their skin and for teens wanting to treat and 
control acne and learn how to take care of their skin. 
  To that end, Great Skin routinely offers evolving 
services that include microneedling, non-needle lip 
plumping and enhancement, non-surgical Brazilian 
Butt Lifting and contouring, cellulite and fat melting 
treatments, along with body contouring, foot detoxing 
and an extensive line of skin and body care. 

  Cureton-Hunt 
also offers “Hemp 
Healing Cream” for 
skin and body care to 
pay homage to her 
mother, Mattie, who 
was afflicted with 
Alzheimer’s. GS is also 
known for its instant 
slimming treatments, 
and it now offers @ 
accept care, which is a 
credit card for health 
& beauty. 
  The comprehensive 
approach Great 
Skin takes to caring 
for clients was 
evidenced early into 

the pandemic, when the spa became a model business 
for how to implement safety measures. It still follows 
operating principals of disease control to keep clients and 
staff safe and healthy. 
  “Also,” Cureton-Hunt notes, “we specialize in treating 
every skin type, tone and texture with excellent results 
from knowledge, education and experience. It’s about 
partnership at Great Skin. Our slogan is ‘Relax, Rewind, 
Renew!’” 
  Customers rave about the calming and happy 
atmosphere, services, results and knowledge of staff – as 
one review noted, Great Skin Spa & Facial Club is “A gem 
in Arlington!”

Brenda Cureton-Hunt
Great Skin Spa & Facial Club

Great Skin Spa & Facial Club
3851 S.W. Green Oaks Blvd. • 817-478-2114 • greatskin4you.com

As the owner of Media Matrix, Reba Blevens 
specializes in Advertising, Marketing and Public 
Relations, including Media Buying and Planning, 

Marketing Strategies and Production Services, including 
print, radio and television. In other words, if you have a 
product/service/brand you think the public needs to know 
about, Blevens not only will help 
you spread the word – she will get 
people excited to hear it.
  “I love the creative process,” she 
says. “No two days are alike.”
  As much as she enjoys her job, 
it’s just one facet of what makes 
Reba, Reba. In fact, she’s generally 
as busy outside the office serving 
in her community as she is at work. 
  “I love my life,” she says. “I’ve 
enjoyed a great deal of success. 
I believe when our lives are 
blessed, it is our responsibility to 
bless the lives of others. You get 
what you give.”
  To that end, Blevens supports 
Alliance for Children, serving 
as co-chair for “The Great 
Conversation Dinner” in Fort 
Worth in 2015 with Elizabeth Smart as the keynote and in 
2016 with Charles Haley as the keynote. The money raised 
for those events support the ongoing efforts to fight child 
abuse and increase awareness in Tarrant County.  
  She credits friend, mentor and civic activist Jerry 
McCullough for her participation in Mission Arlington 
Basketball & Baseball Camps supporting underprivileged 
children with an opportunity to learn basic skills in sports 
and the Salvation Army Family Life Center Advisory 
Council supporting the families living in the FLC with basic 
necessities, financial support, fund raising events.
  She has become a regular Salvation Army Red Kettle 
“Bell Ringer,” something that was “far from my comfort zone 
when I agreed to help.” After the first year, she personally 
witnessed families with so little willing to share what they 
had with those less fortunate. “My heart was grateful for the 

gifts I saw in giving from those with so little to give,” she says. 
“This experience truly captures the spirit of our community. I 
actually look forward to it today!”
  She is also active with the Arlington ISD Education 
Foundation, serving as President this year. “This foundation 
serves the public school students of Arlington through 

fulfilling extraordinary needs and 
initiatives,” she says. “This is a particularly 
challenging year with online learning 
and the specific needs created by 
this challenge. We’ve also had to 
be extremely creative in fundraising 
initiatives with a comedy show and virtual 
bingo. We’re hopeful this event will allow 
us to generate the much needed funds 
to assist the teachers and students in 
Arlington.”
  Blevens says much of her professional 
and civic success is rooted in a number 
of inspirations, starting with the noted 
automobile magnates, the Moritz family. 
“I have worked for them since 1996,” she 
notes. “I was fortunate to be involved in 
some of their philanthropic endeavors. 
I saw the difference they made in our 
community. I respect and admire them.”

  She also credits the aforementioned McCullough, who 
was her ninth grade history teacher at Ferguson Junior High 
50 years ago. “It was his first year to teach, and he wanted 
every single student to be successful,” she recalls. “I am 
inspired by his tireless efforts (along with his wife, Becky) to 
make Arlington a better place. They have touched me and 
challenged me to go beyond my ‘comfort zone’ to help the 
less fortunate in our community.”
  She’s also very partial to the family of former Arlington 
Mayor Jeff Williams. “Jeff and his wife Karen have been 
personal friends for years,” she says. “I am amazed at the 
work and dedication this family has given to our city.”
  Ultimately, she says, she has become a benefactor because 
she was able to be a beneficiary: “These people have all 
shown me the impact we can have and the difference we can 
make in the lives of the people around us.”

Reba Blevens
Media Matrix

Media Matrix
6210 Ken Ave. • 817-925-7141
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Brenda Cureton-Hunt, 
owner of eight-time 
Arlington Today Readers’ 
Choice All Star Great Skin 
Spa & Facial Club, came 
to the Metroplex from 
Wisconsin when she was 
recruited to work for the 
Dallas Morning News. The 
Arlington resident has 
been a Texan for the past 
26 years.
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I f you’ve visited Simply Burgers in the past (almost) 
30 years or stopped by for dinner at Arlington’s 
newest Thai restaurant, R’Haan Thai Cuisine, you’ve 

probably met the owner Wanna Banthupong. 
  Wanna, along with her husband Surat, have always 
wanted to provide Arlington and surrounding 

communities 
with phenomenal 
food and service 
in a casual 
environment and 
at reasonable 
price points. A 
visit to one of their 
locations on any 
day will find them 
behind the counter 
ready to greet and 
serve!
  After emigrating 
to the U.S. 
from Bangkok, 

Thailand, where she taught English in a local college, 
she worked in the kitchen of a local restaurant before 
eventually finding a job as a secretary at Rediffusion (a 
multinational corporation involved in manufacturing 
flight simulators which has since been renamed).
  Inspired by her father, a businessman in Thailand 
who was himself an immigrant from mainland China, 
Wanna decided to take a leap of faith and in 1993 
opened her own burger restaurant, Simply Burgers. 
What started as a single mom-and-pop location 
eventually grew to multiple locations in the Arlington, 
Mansfield, and Fort Worth area. In early 2021, with the 
lease on the Arlington location nearing  its end, a new 
idea was starting to take root. A complete overhaul 
of the restaurant interior was soon underway and by 
August, The doors to R’Haan Thai Cuisine were open. 
  Although you will find Wanna in the restaurants six days 
a week, her biggest passion is spending time with her 
family, especially her three grandsons! Stop by Simply 
Burgers or R’Haan Thai Cuisine soon and meet Wanna!

Wanna Banthupong
Simply Burgers and
R’Haan Thai Cuisine

Simply Burgers 
Locations in Arlington, Mansfield & Fort Worth  
facebook.com/pages/Simply-Burgers-More/108108215898302

R’Haan Thai Cuisine 
2500 N. Green Oaks Blvd. • 817-795-9188
facebook.com/rhaanthaicuisine

A two-time member of Arlington Today’s 
Readers’ Choice All Star team, Bex Laser 
Aesthetix offers an array of services and 

products that help patients look and feel their best. 
  Rebecca Baker, MSN, APRN, FNP-C, is the owner 
and founder of Bex Laser Aesthetix, which opened in 

April of 2016. 
  She specializes 
in resurfacing, 
injectables, laser 
hair removal, 
body contouring 
and total body 
wellness. 
  The practice 
also carries 
professional skin 
care products 
designed to 
keep your skin 
young and 
vibrant.
  Rebecca got 

her Bachelor of Science degree in nursing in 1998 and 
has more than 20 years as an RN in different fields, 
including operating room, critical care, cardiac care, 
chronic pain management, and, for the last five years, 
medical aesthetics. 
  She graduated in 2019 from the UTA masters in 
family nurse practitioner program and added family 
practice to her list of offerings at the end of that year. 
  At Bex Laser Aesthetix, each patient receives a full 
consultation with the nurse practitioner before coming 
up with a full aesthetic plan based on the patient’s 
concerns and budget.  
  Rebecca is very thorough in her education of 
patients, explaining how and why she does what she 
does. The patient leaves knowing much more about 
how to make the best of his or her skin and body 
health in and outside of the office. 
  Bex has a very warm and inviting environment 
with friendly staff focused on making their patients 
comfortable. It is a small office with much privacy for 
each patient. You can tell that Rebecca is passionate 
about what she does and about giving the very best 
treatments to each and every patient.

Rebecca Baker
Bex Laser Aesthetix

Bex Laser Aesthetix
103 S. Mesquite St., Suite B • 682-227-6110 • bexme.net

WILDFIRE AND LACE
Modern Boutique

103 S. Mesquite Street, Suite A
Arlington Tx 76010

PHONE: 682.323.5400   |   Info@wildfirelace.com

@wildfirelaceboutique
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The Uncluttered Life®, founded in 2019, is 
a professional in-home, as well as online 
subscription-based organizing company. Founded 

in Orange County, Calif., The Uncluttered Life® has 
recently made its new home in the DFW area. 
  “Our family was growing,” say The Uncluttered Life® co-
founders, “and we wanted the newer generation to grow 

up surrounded by love and 
family.” Three generations 
now live within a five-
minute walking distance of 
one another. 
  The Uncluttered Life® co-
founders, Cathy and Danica, 
are a mother-daughter 
organizing duo who were 

on the de-clutter bandwagon long before “Spark Joy” 
was a household phrase. Cathy is one of only 50 people 
worldwide to hold a Master Level Certification in Marie 
Kondo’s KonMari Method® of organization.
  When Danica is asked how long she has been 
organizing, she jokingly replies, “My entire life! When 
your mom is one of the most organized people on the 
planet, your training begins at birth.” 
  All joking aside, Danica, a young mother, understands 
the chaos of having young children. “I am very sensitive 
to clutter, especially now that I am a mom,” she says. 
“Motherhood has really honed my organizing skills! I’m 
all about a quick cleanup and easy maintenance, which 
good organization makes possible.”
  What makes The Uncluttered Life® so unique is 
that between the two co-founders, Cathy and Danica 
understand organizing needs at all different stages of life. 
  “Your needs change continuously,” Cathy says. “You 
have to make your home reflect the stage of life you’re in 
or your home will never be functional.” 
  At the core of their philosophy, they believe that your 
home should reflect who you are now, rather than who 
you used to be, or hope to be someday. People are so 
much happier when their space functions well, and that’s 
what they strive to provide for their clients. 
  “It may sound silly, but good organization and a 
functional system really do change people’s lives,” they 
say. You can book a free 30-minute, online consultation to 
evaluate your organization needs for clutter-free living at 
theunclutteredlife.com.

The Uncluttered Life®
Professional Organizing

The Uncluttered Life®
theunclutteredlife.com • Instagram: @the_uncluttered_life
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Pepper Crary is the owner of Show Me the Monet 
Gallery of Fine Art, located at Gracie Lane in south 
Arlington. Per Crary, it’s “a place for local artists to 

show/sell their work, to host workshops and to hang out 
together and share our ideas with one another.”
  Of course, for Crary, it is even more than that.

  “The Gallery is 
affectionately called 
my ‘Toy Box,’” she says. 
“It’s a Gallery filled with 
everything I love, most 
importantly the people 
that come through the 
Gallery. It brightens my 
day when my customers 
share their decorating 
ideas and seek ideas for 
their homes.”  

  The Gallery carries many high-end boutique gift items, 
for many occasions. And one of its better draws is the fact 
that it is a place for local artists to engage with other local 
artists.  
  “Because they are local, we offer workshops taught by 
our artists,” Crary says. “Our customers enjoy taking art 
classes and making new friends. I love my artists; these 
are creative Giants that work hard at their craft to create 
the beautiful surroundings that you enjoy everyday.”
  Crary says that being born with a love of art has caused 
her not to get enough of it.  
  “My career in  sales took me all over the country and 
all over the world,” she says. “I never met a city whose 
museums I haven’t stepped foot in. Creativity is my 
strength in all that I do: cooking, painting, decorating, 
or just designing a space. When my love of art couldn’t 
afford my taste in art, I set out to start painting my own 
work, which led me to join a local art association.”
  She quickly discovered that her community has great  
artists who are diligent at their craft. “They needed a place 
to hang art,” she says. “One day Teresa Burda of Gracie 
Lane asked me to join them at Gracie Lane and help with 
art workshops, in exchange for doing workshops we 
could hang art. The rest is history. The Gallery and I have  
been blessed to be serving our wonderful customers for 
over two years.”

Pepper Crary
Show Me the Monet
Gallery of Fine Art

Show Me the Monet Gallery of Fine Art
4720 S. Cooper St. • 817-313-6327 • pepcrary@att.net

469.350.8678

Call us...for easy-to-understand details about
how Medicare works and available options!  

LaVonne N. Singleton
Medicare Specialist / Licensed Insurance Agent

New to Medicare

Turning 65

Preparing To Retire 

Losing Employer Coverage

Recently Disabled

Thursday March 17th
6 - 8 pm
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W hen you first meet Carla Sue, you notice 
her enthusiasm, quick-wit, and bling! Her 
personality is as sparkly as her shoes, but pales 

in comparison to her entrepreneurial genius.
  You may know Carla Sue from her other business, CS 

Preferred Solutions 
(helping residential & 
commercial customers 
lower their electricity bills).
  The vision for her new 
business started because 
she had acquired a large 
collection of shoes, 
clothes, and accessories 
over the years and was 
running out of space. 
There had to be a better 
way to organize and still 

be able to access everything easily, so her search began 
and Spinning Spaces emerged …
  Do you need to organize 400 pairs of shoes? She’s got 
you!  A unit that holds shirts, pants and shoes? She’s on it! A 
spinning pantry for your kitchen? She can cook up a design 
for you! How about a spinning space saver for the laundry 
room or kid’s bedroom? Easy! What about a craft unit, a 
hunting/fishing unit, a sporting goods unit, a garage unit, 
or a beautiful wine rack? YES, she can make it happen!
  Spinning Spaces offers rotating closets that use a 360° 
turning mechanism and are custom built for whatever you 
need! Not only do these spinning spaces work great IN a 
closet, you can use them to create a custom storage space 
anywhere!
  Carla Sue is passionate about helping others and 
gives the same commitment to Spinning Spaces and her 
Electricity business as she does to her community and 
family.
  Finding the time to run multiple businesses can be 
challenging, but she finds great joy in helping and blessing 
her customers. “I have an INCREDIBLE team! We do math 
and electricity in the mornings for CS Preferred, and then 
we get to utilize our creative side for Spinning Spaces the 
rest of the time.”
  Just head to their showroom in Lincoln Square and meet 
Carla Sue- she’ll make you feel like you’re part of her family, 
and she’ll customize the experience to help your CLOSET 
dreams come true!

Carla Sue Worley
Spinning Spaces

Spinning Spaces, Closet & Storage Solutions
780 E, Road To Six Flags St. #262 in Lincoln Square
spinningspaces.com 
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Linda Magazzine 
817-980-8733

All Star Winner
for Realtor.

S U G A R B E E S W E E T S . C O M  &  T H E H I V E A R L I N G T O N . C O M

BREAKFAST  • LUNCH  • COFFEE  • SWEETS & TREATS
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF:

201 N. EAST STREET • ARLINGTON, TX
817.903.8661

TUES–FRI  8AM–6PM 
+ SAT 8AM–4PM

+ ORDER ONLINE 24/7

TUES–SAT  
11AM–2PM
+ GRUBHUB

While Jaime Jordan’s Arlington business 
affiliation is defined as Vice President of RJ 
Construction’s DFW operation, that title merely 

scratches the surface on the commercial enterprises with 
which she is associated. At Acclaim Physician Group, 

John Peter Smith  Hospital, she 
is a women’s nurse practitioner. 
Meanwhile, she also is the owner 
of RJ Construction’s Kansas City 
branch.
  “My wife is a superwoman,” 
says Robert Jordan, for whom RJ 
Construction is named. 
  In addition to holding three jobs, 

Jaime joins Robert to head a vibrant family that includes 
sons Kaleb and Walker and dogs Clifford, T-bone and Ruby, 
and she makes sure to give back – and take leadership 
roles – in her beloved hometown. 
  “Family ... community ... leadership. These three tenets 
are most important to me,” she says. 
  Jaime was raised in Arlington, graduated from the 
Arlington High School and earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from Texas Christian University. She then earned 
her Master of Science of Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner 
from Texas Woman’s University. She has pursued her passion 
for helping women in the Tarrant County community for 24 
years in both private practice and public hospitals. 
  It has been important to Jaime to follow in the leadership 
footsteps of her parents, Murray and Linda Taylor. “My 
dad inspired me to do better, be better and to believe 
I was capable of anything,” Jaime says. “My mama is a 
superwoman [Apparently, it runs in the family]. She showed 
me it is possible to raise a family, get an education and 
maintain a career, simultaneously.”
  In 2010, Jaime joined forces with Robert and ventured 
into a, mostly, male-dominated industry: roofing. She quickly 
learned that her well-honed leadership skills transcended 
professions and became part of the National Women in 
Roofing organization. 
  “Passion for helping others doesn’t change, regardless 
of what profession I choose,” she says. “We are helpers. RJ 
gives back to the community in which I was raised. It is very 
important to me, my family and our employees. I live here. 
My employees live here. My family has three generations 
that have been raised here. I take pride in helping my 
people.”

Jaime Jordan
RJ Construction

RJ Construction
2640 Corzine Dr. • 817-412-9899 • rj-construction.com


